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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This power point presentation will provide parents, community members, and local school boards with an overview of the Common Core State Standards.

Welcome to Common Core State Standards overview. 


The adoption of the California Common Core State Standards provide clear expectations for what students should know and be able to do at each grade level and give our educators clear direction on skills and concepts students need to be successful in college and the workforce. 





Presentation Outcomes 

• CCSS English Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics Goals 

• Instructional Shifts 
• College and Career Anchor Standards 
• Mathematical Practices 
• CCSS Implementation Timeline  
• Smarter Balanced Assessments Overview 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For this presentation, we have identified five presentation outcomes. We will begin by introducing the goals of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics and discuss the instructional shifts that make these standards different from our current state standards. 

Next, we focus on the College and Career Anchor Standards and the Mathematical Practice standards.

We will explain how CCSS might be implemented in schools and/or districts. Participants will have the opportunity to review sample test items from the Smarter Balanced Assessments and compare how they differ from the California Assessment Tests (CSTs). 



Background 

• State-led effort, not a federal mandate 
 
• Internationally benchmarked 
 
• 21st Century Learning 
 
• Consistent standards across states 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The Common Core Standards Initiative is a state–led effort coordinated by the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governor’s Association.  

The standards are internationally benchmarked using data from the National Assessment Education Progress (NAEP) and Trends in International Mathematics and Mathematics Studies (TIMSS) countries. Standards from top performing countries influenced the development of the CCSS. 

The ELA standards provide a vision of what it means to be a literate person in the twenty-first century and develops the skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening that are foundational for student success, while the Math standards exptect a deeper understanding of both the conceptual foundation and the application of mathematics. 

The standards were built upon strengths and lessons of current state standards. 

The CCSS will help ensure that students are receiving a high quality education from school to school and state to state. It will allow educators to share resources and best practices to support student learning and prepare students for college and career. 










Created by Collaborative Groups  

• Researchers 
 
• National Organizations 
 
• Community Groups 
 

 

•  Parents 
 
• Educators 
 
• Experts 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Developers and reviewers of the CCSS included parents, educators, content experts, researchers, national organizations and community groups.

There were multiple opportunities for states, teachers, researchers, members of higher education, and the public to provide feedback about the standards. 

Business leaders were involved in the creation of the standards to verify that they would prepare our students of tomorrow for careers of tomorrow. Reviewers checked the standards for clarity to ensure that they were written in language that is clear to parents, educators and community members. 



Goal of the 
CCSS 

To create students who 
are college and career 

ready 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new standards are the result of a state-led effort to increase rigor and build consensus on what students should know as they advance from kindergarten through high school, so they will graduate better prepared for college and the modern workplace.

The architects of the standards framed the work by keeping the following goal in mind: All students are college and career ready in literacy by no later than the end of high school.





California’s Influence on CCSS 

The state standards of California and Massachusetts 
greatly aided in the development of the CCSS. Many 
of the authors of California’s standards also worked 

on the new standards. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Emphasize the prominent role that California played in the development of the CCSS. 



Common Core State-Specific Standards 
 
Criteria for the Additional 15% 
 
• Substantively enhance 
• Address a perceived gap 
• Be defensible to classroom practitioners 
• Keep the original standard intact 
• Ensure the rigor of California’s existing 

standards is maintained 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association allowed states to adopt up to an additional 15% of the standards while maintaining true to the standards. California chose to exercise this option and added or enhanced 15% of the standards in Mathematics and 8% in English Language Arts in order to clarify the existing standards and maintain the rigor of the current California standards. Some of the additions included a completely new standard and others included additional language to make the standard more explicit. 

In order to identify what was added to the CCSS, the additional CA standards are indicated in bold and underlined font. 



Common Core State Standards 
States that Adopted 

*Minnesota adopted the CCSS in ELA only. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To date, forty-six states, the District of Columbia and four territories have adopted the Common Core State Standards. The wide spread adoption of the standards will create a powerful resource for states to work together to share best practices and resources. 

In August, 2010 the California State Board of Education adopted the standards.






Why the CCSS? 

Preparation 

Competition 

Equity Clarity 

Collaboration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share the “why” behind the CCSS. 

Preparation-The standards will help prepare students with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in education and career training.

Competition-The standards are internationally benchmarked to help ensure our students are globally competitive.

Equity-Expectations are consistent for all students.

Clarity-The standards are focused, coherent, and clear so students, parents and teachers understand what is expected of them.

Collaboration-The standards create a foundation to work collaboratively across states and districts, pooling resources and expertise.




College and Career Ready Students   

• Demonstrate independence 
• Build strong content knowledge 
• Respond to the varying demands of audience, 

task, purpose and discipline 
• Comprehend and critique 
• Utilize evidence 
• Use technology and digital media strategically 

and capably 
• Understand other perspectives and cultures 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Suggested resource: page 7, CCSS for English Language Arts and Literacy in History, Social Studies and Technical Subjects
Students who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language

Presenter may want to have the document available for participants. 

The descriptions on the slide are not standards themselves but instead offer a portrait of students who meet the standards set out in the document on page 7 of the CCSS for English Language Arts and Literacy in History, Social Studies and Technical Subjects: Students who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language.
As students advance through the grades and master the standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity these capacities of a literate individual.


 



Future of California 

• By 2018, 61% of jobs in 
California will require 
postsecondary 
education. 

• This is 2 percentage 
points below the 
national average of 
63%. 

• California ranks 29th in 
postsecondary 
education intensity for 
2018. 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to meet the growing demands for California jobs in the future, K-12 students will require college and career readiness for successful entry into postsecondary education. 



Why Common Core? 
http://vimeo.com/30055181 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This video describes how the Common Core State Standards help to prepare students for college and career readiness.
Video clip length 1:52

As you view the video clip, note how it reinforces the importance of a rigorous and dynamic education.

http://vimeo.com/30055181


Attributes of Common Core 
State Standards 

The Standards DO… The Standards DO NOT… 

establish what students need 
to learn 

dictate how teachers should 
teach 

provide a clear set of shared 
goals and expectations for 
what knowledge and skills will 
help students succeed 

 
amount to a national 
curriculum for schools 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CCSS do not dictate the details of academic curriculum; they only provide clear expectations for what each student must know to leave school prepared for college and career. In most schools, the curriculum is determined by the local school district. The CCSS only set the goal; they do not tell teacher “what” or “how” to teach. Teachers will continue to devise lesson plans and tailor instruction to the individual needs of the students in their classrooms. 




CCSS Two Organizational Frameworks 

English Language Arts Mathematics 
• College and Career 

Readiness Anchor 
Standards 

• K-12 Content Standards 

• 6-12 Literacy Standards for 
History / Social Studies, 
Science and Technical 
Subjects 

• Mathematical Practices 
     “Habits of Mind” 
 
• K-12 Content Standards 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Motion with your hands as you describe the two umbrellas so the participants get the idea that Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards and the Mathematical Practices are the two big over-arching ideas.

Imagine for a moment that we have two Common Core umbrellas, one for ELA and one for Mathematics.  The big over-arching umbrella for English/Language Arts is the College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards with the Content Standards under the umbrella. For mathematics, the big over-arching umbrella is the Mathematical Practices with the Content Standards under that umbrella.




College and Career Readiness 
Standards 

Overarching standards that define the 
competencies students must demonstrate to be 

college and career ready 
 
/ 

http://www.hunt-institute.org/knowledge-
library/articles/2011-9-1/common-core-state-

standards-principles-of-development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This video, Common Core Standards: A New Foundation for Success, describes the five principals  for the development of the Common Core State Standards. 
Video clip length 7:56, it is recommended that participants view until 5:46

Listen to David Coleman, English Language Arts Team Coordinator, describe the five guiding principles for the development of the Common Core State Standards.



http://www.hunt-institute.org/knowledge-library/articles/2011-9-1/common-core-state-standards-principles-of-development/
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Common Core Content Standards 
English Language Arts  

 Literacy in History/Social Studies & 
Science and Technical Subjects 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we are going to look at the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies & Science and Technical Subjects. 



What are Content Standards? 

Content standards provide expectations 
for what students should know and be 

able to do at each grade level  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly review the slide. 



 
 

 
  

 

18 

Strands K-5 6-12 
English Language 
Arts 

ELA Literacy in 
History/Social 
Studies, Science & 
Technical Subjects 

Strand 
Sets 

College and 
Career 
Readiness 
Anchor 
Standards 

Reading  - 20 

Writing - 10 
 

Speaking and Listening - 6 
 

Language - 6 
 

Foundation Skills  - 4 
 

CCSS ELA STRUCTURE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a visual representation of the structure of the CCSS ELA. 
 
As you can see there are 20 Reading standards, 10 for Literature and 10 for Informational Text.  The Foundation Skills standards are K-5 only and there are only 4 Foundational standards. The Foundational skills include word recognition, fluency, print concepts, phonemic awareness and phonics. There are 10 writing standards, 6 speaking and listening standards and 6 language standards. 




 
 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science and Technical Subjects 

 
• Support college and career readiness 
• Shared responsibility of students’ literacy 

development 
• Embedded at grades K-5 
• Provide for content specific literacy standards in 

grades 6-8, 9-10, and 11-12 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects begin in grade 6 and compliment the content standards in middle and high school. 
These standards are implemented by English teachers and content area teachers. 



What are Literacy Standards? 

• Discipline-specific vocabulary 
• Students will read and write in history 

classrooms, science classrooms and other 
classrooms 

• Students will develop informational/technical 
writing skills 

• Critical analysis and evidence is a focus 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review the information on the slide with participants.  As appropriate, it may be helpful to provide literacy examples in a science or history class. 

Here is an example of a Literacy Standard for History, Social Studies 6-12 for grades 6-8 students.
Standard 3: Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to History/Social Studies (e.g. how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

An example of a Literacy for Science 6-12 for grades 9-10 students.
Standard 7: Translate quantitative or technical information expressed in words in a text into visual form (e.g., a table or chart) and translate information expressed visually or mathematically (e.g., in an equation) into words. 



What does 
English 

Language Arts 
Include? 

Reading 
 

Writing 
 

Speaking 
 

Listening 
 

Language 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language are the ELA strands found in the Common Core State Standards. 



Reading 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Distribution of Literary and Informational Passages  
based on  

2009 NAEP Reading Framework 

Grade Literary Information 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The standards aim to align with National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) in literacy and informational text. Students who were successful (proficient) on NAEP were found to have spent a high percentage of time reading informational passages. Remember the goal of the standards is that students upon graduation will be ready for college or career. The type of reading required for most careers is informational. The same is true for the required reading in college (unless one is an English major). 

It is important to note that the high percentage of informational text in high school is a shared responsibility between English teachers and teachers in other disciplines. The
percentages do not imply that high school English teachers must teach 70% informational text; they demand instead that a great deal of reading should occur in other disciplines.






What Is Informational Text? 
• Argumentation and persuasive text                                         

(e.g., political speeches, editorials, ads) 
 

• Exposition                                                                                     
(e.g., texts, news) 

 
• Procedural text and documents                                                

(e.g., manuals, directions) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Informational text is non-fiction reading and will comprise an increasing percentage of the type of text students will read as they progress through school and enter college or the work force.

Highlight  the three types of informational text on the slide. 




Range of Text Types in K-5 CCSS 

Literature Informational Text 

Stories Dramas Poetry 
Literary Nonfiction and 
Historical, Scientific, and 
Technical Texts 

Folktales 
Legends 
Fables 
Fantasy 
Realistic fiction 

Plays 
Scripts 

Nursery rhymes 
Narrative poem 
Limerick 
Free verse 
 

Biographies 
Autobiographies 
Social studies 
Science 
Technical texts 
Charts 
Maps 
Digital sources 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students in K-5 apply the reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and time periods.







Range of Text Types  in 6-12 CCSS 

Literature Informational Text 

Stories Dramas Poetry 
Literary Nonfiction and 
Historical, Scientific, 
and Technical Texts 

Adventure 
Historical fiction 
Mysteries  
Science fiction 

One-act and 
multi-act 
plays 

Narrative poems 
Lyrical poems 
Sonnets 
Odes 
Ballads 

Personal essays 
Speeches 
Opinion pieces 
Biographies 
Memoirs 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students in 6-12 apply the reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and time periods.




Writing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a greater emphasis on expository and persuasive writing in the Common Core State Standards. This shift matches the NAEP educational framework and will better prepare students for college and career writing. 

Notice the decreasing emphasis on writing to convey an experience (narrative), and the increase in writing to persuade or explain.




Speaking and Listening 

• Engage in collaborative discussions with diverse 
partners 
• One on one 
• Small groups 
• Teacher led 

• Plan and deliver information clearly  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Speaking and Listening standards ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and applications which includes, comprehension and collaboration and presentation of knowledge and ideas. Highlights include initiating and participating in discussions, responding thoughtfully, as well as planning and delivering information clearly and precisely and adapting speech for specific settings and tasks. 



Language 
• Include conventions for writing and speaking 
 
• Emphasizes the importance of vocabulary 
 
• Includes reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Language standards include conventions of standard English, knowledge of English and vocabulary acquisition and use.  



Common Core in the Classroom 

 
 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/high-school-literature-lesson-plan 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the video, Pinwheel Discussions, you will  see a high school English class. 
Video clip length 7:56, it is recommended that participants view until 5:45

Notice the active engagement of the students, the use of multiple texts, and the intentional teaching and use of academic vocabulary. The teacher assumes the role of a facilitator to promote student thinking and collaboration.
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Common Core Content Standards 
Mathematics 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we are going to look at the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 




What are the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice? 

Describe “habits of mind” of a 
mathematically proficient student 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the additions to the CCSS for mathematics are the standards for Mathematical Practice. They are a set of eight practices that educators should seek to develop in their students and they provide the over-arching organizational framework for CCSS standards for mathematics.



Mathematical Practices 
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them.  
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.  
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others.  
4. Model with mathematics.  
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.  
6. Attend to precision.  
7. Look for and make use of structure.  
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have participants read each practice.

Explain that these practices are a significant feature of the CCSS for mathematics.
Highlight for participants that all practices begin with verbs describing students interacting with mathematics.



What are Math Content Standards? 
K-8  
 
 

 
Standards presented by grade level 
Organized into domains that progress 
over several grades 

High School 
Standards presented by conceptual 
category (Number & Quantity, Algebra, 
Functions, Modeling, Geometry, Statistics 
& Probability) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review slide with participants. Highlight the difference between grade level and domain progressions for K-8 and conceptual categories for high school mathematics. 



CCSS Domain and Conceptual 
Categories  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the high school level, conceptual categories are used to organize the standards. Conceptual categories portray a coherent view of high school mathematics. It is important to note that progression through the domains in grades K-8 is not linear. One domain may impact multiple domains in future grades.




Transitioning to the Common Core 
System 

Awareness and 
Dissemination 

Building 
Readiness 

 

 

 
Transition 

 

Moving to the 
New Standards 

 

 

 

Implementation 
 

Making Meaning 

 

 

 
Transformation 

 

Changing Teaching 
and Learning 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This graphic provides the stages of the implementation timeline that districts and schools throughout California will be following. Each local school or district will develop an individualized timeline based on local needs and resources. In developing a plan for implementation, schools and districts will consider initiatives that are already underway, the resources and assets they will be able to draw upon, and the needs of their students, teachers and parents. In the end, each school or district will determine the particular pathway to implement the Common Core State Standards for accelerating student achievement.



Smarter Balanced Assessment System 
• Aligned to the Common Core State Standards 

for ELA and Math 
• Provided online in grades 3-8 and once in grade 

11 
• Requires technology component/adapted 
• Administer single end of year summative 

assessment with performance tasks  
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next-generation assessment program, Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, will use the many recent advances in assessment to determine whether students are making progress toward the goal of leaving high school prepared for postsecondary success in college and careers. 

Highlight items on the slide.

 




• Clear window on whether students are on track 
to graduate high school, ready for college and 
the workplace 

• Assessments will be ready by the 2014-15 
school year 

• Parents and students will receive the results of 
these assessments in a readable and easy-to-
understand format, most likely online  

Smarter Balanced Assessment System 
(cont.) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continue to highlight items on slide. 

Schools and districts are working now to prepare for the full scale implementation of the new assessment system. 




SBAC Adopted States 

Governing States 
 
 
Advisory States 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, twenty-eight states representing 44% of K-12 students have adopted the Smarter Balanced Assessments, in which California is a participating member. 



Our Generation vs. Next Generation 
Assessments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our current testing system in the Unites States is composed of mainly multiple choice questions with only one correct answer. The Smarter Balanced Assessments are being developed by a state-led consortium creating a new generation of performance tests that require students to apply knowledge and demonstrate an ability to solve complex problems in both English Language Arts and Mathematics. 



Our Generation Grade 6 

 
A rectangular painting has an area of 720 square 
inches. Jasmine reduced both the length and width of 
this painting by a scale factor of  1/6 to create a 
miniature copy. What is the area of the miniature 
copy? 
 
 A. 12 square inches 
 B. 20 square inches 
 C. 60 square inches 
 D. 120 square inches 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review problem and emphasize the one correct answer and that student work is not required. This type of question does not provide information about the student’s conceptual understanding of mathematics.



 

Alexis needs to paint the four exterior walls of a large 
rectangular barn. The length of the barn is 80 feet, the 
width is 50 feet, and the height is 30 feet. The paint 
costs $28 per gallon, and each gallon covers 420 square 
feet. How much will it cost Alexis to paint the barn? 
Explain your work. 
 
 
 

 
Next Generation Grade 6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next generation assessment questions require reading and writing and more than basic rote required. Students must also communicate their thinking and reasoning by explaining their work to better inform and improve future instruction. 




Common Core in the Classroom 
 

http://www.insidemathematics.org/index.php/standard-2 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this 5th/6th grade video clip, Fran Dickinson leads a lesson on numeric patterning, helping students to investigate and generalize what they see happening as the pattern grows. 
Video clip length 5:33, it is recommended that presenter begin the video at  :21 and have participants view until 4:30


As you watch the video, notice how the teacher promotes individual think time before he asks his students to discuss the relative strength of two different approaches to a patterning task. In addition, you will see students collaborating and evaluating strategies for the task. The teacher assumes the role of a facilitator to promote student thinking and problem solving.
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Our Generation Grade 7  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In English Language Arts, the current assessment system requires students to read a passage and construct meaning of the text and key vocabulary words by answering a series of multiple choice questions.



Our Generation Grade 7 
In sentence 5, the author uses the word escort to mean: 
A. Follow 
B. Direct 
C. Lead 
D. Accompany 

 
In sentence 7, the author uses the words, “most of the time.” 
Which word best replaces the phrase “most of the time.” 
A. Always 
B. Never 
C. Often 
D. None of the above 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In these two examples, students are directed to specific sentences in the text to find the one correct answer that can frequently be found in the text or gained from a general understanding of the passage. 



Next Generation Grade 7 
Compare and contrast Laurence Yep’s fictional portrayal 
of Chinese immigrants in turn-of-the-twentieth-century 
San Francisco in Dragonwings to historical accounts of 
the same period (using materials detailing the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake) in order to glean a deeper 
understanding of how authors use or alter historical 
sources to create a sense of time and place as well as 
make fictional characters lifelike and real.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next generation assessment questions may require students to read a short story, an article, watch a video, and review research documents to answer questions. The student must demonstrate the ability to think and reason and require students to plan, revise, write and edit, and allows for multiple points of view. 



ELA Shifts 

1. Building knowledge through content-
rich nonfiction  
 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking 
grounded in evidence from text, both 
literary and informational 
 

3. Regular practice with complex text 
and its academic language 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Common Core State Standards make several important changes to current standards. These changes are called shifts. 
The shifts are a high level summary of the biggest changes in instruction, student learning, and assessment. 


The first shift in ELA/Literacy is to build knowledge through content-rich nonfiction. More reading will based on real-life events such as biographies, articles, and historical stories. 

The second shift calls for students to work with text as a source of evidence. Evidence means utilizing concrete examples from the text to support a response or conclusion. We often refer to this shift as “Reading like a detective and writing like a reporter.” (David Coleman)  

3. The third shift addresses what students are reading. The CCSS encourages students to read challenging texts as well as books they can read easily. 






1. Focus:  Focus strongly where the 
Standards focus. 
 

2. Coherence: Think across grades, and 
link to major topics within grades. 
 

3. Rigor: In major topics, pursue conceptual 
understanding, procedural skill and 
fluency, and application. 

 

Math Shifts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Mathematics there are also three shifts. 

The first shift is Focus. Mathematics education in this nation is often described as a “mile-wide and an inch-deep.” We cover lots and lots of topics year after year.  The  Common Core State Standards have modeled the standards of high-performing countries by focusing on a more narrow set of math concepts and skills to make room for deeper understanding. 


2. The second shift, Coherence, is the idea that math does not consist of a list of isolated topics.  Rather, the standards build on major concepts within a given school year as
    well as major concepts from prior school years.  

3. The third shift is Rigor.  This word can mean many different things.  For purposes of describing the shifts of the standards, it does not mean “more difficult.” For example, 
    stating that “the standards are more rigorous” does not mean that “the standards are just harder.”  Here rigor means the depth of understanding about mathematical
    concepts and applying them to real-world situations. 

The Standards do not offer a choice between focus on conceptual understanding or fluency or application.  They instead require equal intensity of all three.  It is not enough to merely know your multiplication facts in third grade, but students must also understand the concept of multiplication and what it represents and be able to apply that understanding and fluency to solving real-world scenarios.





21st Century Learning 

Collaboration 
 

Communication 

Critical Thinking 

Creativity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Common Core State Standards are a big deal. The standards represent a significant reform in K-12 education. The standards leave room for teachers, administrators, and states to determine how these goals should be reached. Teachers will continue to utilize their professional judgment and experience to identify the most helpful ways of meeting the expectations set out in the standards. 

In addition to English Language Arts, Mathematics, and other content areas, students must also learn and exhibit the 21st Century skills of critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity.  As districts and schools build on the foundation of the CCSS, students will be better prepared to thrive in today’s global economy. 
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